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THE SPARK

ORGAN CF THE PATRIOTIC UNION OF KURDISTAN - PUK

VOLUME ONE

FEERUARY , 1977

HUMBER ONE

MILITARY OPERATIONS BY THE FORCES OF THE POPULAR REVOLUTION

Since May 1976, the guerrilla
and revolutionary units of the
Irac_.i popular revolution, hea-
ded by the " Iragl Patrietic
Gathering : Al-Tajamu' Al-
Watani Al-Iragi" in all Iraq
and headed by the " Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan -PK" in
Iragl Kurdistan, have carried
numerous military operations
and sabotage missions against
the regime of the fasclst
Takriti clique in Baghdad.

The following are some exain-

ples of such pperatlons:

= In June, 1976, A tank farm.
near the big southern ¢ilfield
of Rumailah, was set on fire
by one of the suicide units of
the revolution. The fire last-
ed for four days despite feve-
rish attempts by fire squads
from Irsg, Iran and Kuwait.
The authorities, in Baghdad,
estimated the less at about

{34) million Iragi Dinars.

IN IRAQ

= Another unit of revoluti-
onary partisans, simultane-
ously, In June 1976, sabot-
aged the Bawenour oil wells
near Kirkuk. The blaze las-
ted for three weeks despite
the attempts of fire squads
from Baghdad, Kirkuk, Arbil,
Mosul and Sulaimania. The
fire was finally put down
by the American fire-figh-
ter " Red Adair ", who was
summoned to help the desp-
erate authorities in Bagh-
dad.

- An ammunition depot, in
Kirkuk, relating to the
Second Division of the Ira-
gl Army, was sabotaged and
completely destroyed, in
July 1976. The explesion
was heard ss far away as
15 Kms, according to Eye=
wittness reports.

= In July, 1976, an assem-

bly station and garage
for Russian military

lorries, belenglng to -
Iragl Army, in Boosh,

Qanat Al-Jzish in Baghe
was completely destroy
by fire, set ablaze by
anather unlt of partis,

of the popular revelut

- The number of partis
and guerrilla units, o
anised and headed by P
roaming the kurdish me
tains and conducting v
lous types of military
operations zgainst the
fascist aggressors of

Baghdad, has been cont
uously on the increase
especially after the s
essive escapes from co
ntration camps, in the
South of Iraq, under t
leadership of the belo
son of the Kurdish peo

Al1 Askari, to jein th
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DER FUNKE ~

Organ der Patriotischen Union Kurdiatsna

- PUK -

Nummer 2 November 14979

Daa abscheulichate Verbrecnen der Harzanitruops der provisorischen
KDP: Die Ermordung der Genessen Ali Asksri, Dr, Khnlid Za'id und
sheikh Hussein Yezidi in_ihrem Gefdéngnia

Die verriterischen und velksfeindlichen Yrupns der previseriachen

KDP, Hendlanger der USA und der Zionisten,sngzefihrt ven Masoud und
Idris Tnarzani nnd Muhemad Mahwoud - Abdul - Hahman (sami), begingen
eines der schamlssesten und verrdterischolen Verbrechen in Jer kur-
dimchen Geachichte: 5ie ernordeten die ‘enossen Ali Askori, Ur. Hhalid
3a'id und Sheikh lussein Yezidi im Oefiingnis der Darzenitrupps.

Dureh dieaes Jerbrechen demaskieren sich diese Knrienettien selbat
als die primitivete und barbarischste politische Gruppe der weil] sie
ermordeten drei der revolutionirsten Patriolen des irakischen nurdistans
nur deswegen, weil sie politisch und ideelogisch mntgegengesetzter
Meinung waren, Unaere Patrioten epferten ihr Leben um die dunkelste
und schiindlichste erfanrung in der kurdiachen Ce:nbichie = die Kapi-
tulation von Mulls Mustafa Barzeni im Jehre 1375 - zu dberwinden.

Dieses entaetzliche und ehrenleose Verbrechen zeigt, dnid die
Fidhrung der provisorimschen KUP schlechter als loknssa, Amin und
Tehombe ist. Barznnis Sbhne bewiesen so, dnd mie nnech schlechier alas
ihr Vater aind, der befshl hunderte von Unschuldigen, darunter die
geaamie Famil ie ven Hama Amin Mergascori (auch Frauen und Kinder)
und zahlreiche Pairioten sus dem lrsn, der Tirkei zu tdten, so z.9.
Suleimsn Mehini, Smdik 'lindschiri, keder Sherif, Dr. Shuan und seine
Freunde Prusk, <ko, 8ahid Aldachi.

Ali Askari und seine Qenossen wurden im Juni 1378 ven resnktioniren
Stiimmen im tirkisciien surdistan der provisorischen KDF susgeliefert.
takori und Genossen befanden sich auf eine< Marsch in die fiegend von
Bndinan im irakischen surdisten, um doart einen neuen Guerillakrieg
gepen daa Taschistiache Hegime von Daghdnd zu erdffnen.

Sie wurder bis Oktober 1970 in einipen Ldrfern im tilrkischen
rurdistan featgehal ten und dann, Bufgrund eines persdnlichen Defehla
‘von Mulla Muatnfa tnrzani sus %ashington, dorel Panzerabwenrgpnnaten
(RP7 7), die mon nuf nie achoB, ermordet.
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NIEUWSBULLETIN

Van de Patriottische Unie
van Koerdistan (Irak)

@ Wg- . i Nederlands komitee
U!T KOERD]STAN No. 2 - december 1981

Periodieke Uitgave van PUK, Posthus 114, 6230 AC MEERSSEN

prijs f 1,50

WAAROM EEN NATIONAAL DEMOCRATISCH
FRONT IN IRAK ?

Het langdurige verzet van het Iraakse gramma opgesteld ter herstel van de
volk, Arabieren, Koerden en turkmenen econcmische en culturele situatie in
tegen het huidige regime van Saddam Lrak.

Hussein Al-Takriti is niet zonder re-
den ontstaan. Het diktatoriale regime
van Al-Takriti is niet alleen door sen

De belangrijkste punten zijn:
1. Het diktatoriale regime ten val te

A brengen en een nieuwe demckratische
militaire coup tegen de wil van het coalitie-regering te vormen.
Iraakse wolk aan de macht gekomen, maar 2. Vrijlating van alle politieke ge-
ook heeft het de belangen van de bevol- vangenen, repﬂtriér";‘g van alle ge-
king, de economie en de cultuur wvan het evacueerde mensen, en het verwerpen
land in gevaar gebracht en vernietigd. :

van discriminatie op grond wan na-

Hun leidraad (waar ze erg trotsop zijn) tionaliteit of godsdienst,

tijdens hun 13-jarige machtsperiode

3. Het recht woor de bevolking om zich
wazen coxlagen t'_zgen de: Koerden, moord- in politiske- of vakorganisaties te
akties en marteling van het volk van organiseren, gelijke rechten voor
Irak, en het misbruiken van de economie Vrower
Vil Je ‘;A.;l;':'.'_:::: van "partiileden". 4. Bat npstellen van een demokratische
Hierdoor is een bureaucratische, ter- kisswet, zodat een nationaal parle-
rehrachtige klasse geschapen. ment gekozen kan worden, dat kan be-
Toen in 1968 dit regime aan de macht slissen over de algemene status van
kwam, heeft het verklaard niet meer de— het land, en de autconomisrechten van
zelfde methoden te zullen gebrutken als Koerdistan kan verzekeren.
in 1963, toen zij 10 maanden aan de 5. Het loslaten van de verbindingen van
macht waren. Ock toen waren zij via een de naticnale economie met de inter-
bloedige staatsgreep aan de macht geko- nationale kapitalistische markt en
men, werden tienduidenden vermoord en het nec-kolonialisme en het streven
werd een groot gedeelte van het staats— naar verhoging van de levensstand-
budget naar het buitenland gesmokkeld. | aard van de bevolking, met name het
Deze belofte bleek echter slechts een inkomen, de culturele- en gezond-
taktiek om hun positie te versterken en heidstoestand van arbeiders, boeren
daarna de oppesitie te liguideren. en de arme mensen.,

Al jaren lang proberen de appositie- &, Samen met de ??ogregsleve arabische
partiien en -grodperingen, WAAronder l.landnlan te strijden tegen het impe-
conze Patriotische Unie van Xoerdistan, rlails:\z S gi?féfmznc:t:iﬁ Eje-an:::n
hon pnderlinge politieke yerschillen °P :2: :et :Zie;:ijnse volk in h!.mg

te lossen en een programma samen te el

Etalien vonk AL ggme:nsr:happalijke strijd voor zelfbeschikking en =en

eigen staat onder leiding van PLO,

strijd tegen het fascistische regime. 7. De buitenlandse politisk wan Irak

Dit is gelukkig op 11 november 1980 ge-

richten op solidariteit met de re-
heuzat volutionaire vrijheidsbewegingen der
Het doel van het Nationaal en Demokra- volkeren, wvoor zelfbeschikking, de-
tisch Front in Irak, waar 8 politieke mokratie, socialisme en vrede in de
partijen en groepen aan deelnemen {on- wereld, en tegen de racistische,
der andere PUK, de Kommunistische Par- fascistische en imperialistische re—
tij van Irak en de Baath Socialistische gimes in de wereld.
Partij) is niet alleen het huidige re=- Verbetering van de wvriendschappelij-
gime ten val te brengen. Daarnaast is | ke samenwerking met de Soviet-Unie
er een breed nationaal politiek pro- en de andere socialistische landen.
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THE ORGAN OF PATRIOTIC UNION OF KURDISTAN IN NORTH AMERICA

NUMBER ONE

JULY 1984

EDITORIAL

Since the foundation of
Fatriotic Unicn of Kur-
distan (FUK), North Am=
erica Branch, in 1976,
has been issued publi-
cations in both Kurdi-
sh and Arabic languages.

FUK orgenization went
through formations, and
strength among the sup-
rorters of the Kurdish
cause, Throughout the
rast eight years, IUK
in North America held
its annual conferences,
lead demonstrations in
major U.5 Cities and
Canada against the Fas-
cist regime of I R 4 G,
sent memorandums, tele-
grams to U.N and 1 t s
affiliate organizatios,
It was FUK which spons-
ered several hunger st-
rikea againat Treacher-
ous Baathist government.

UK has been playing
effectively to bring
the Kurdish community
together,

Limited resources comb-
ined with other factors
that constrained .U.K
in N. America not to
vublish English pericd-
ieal. At last this gap
was filled after

cont., on reged

IRAQ,26 YEARS LATER

It was an early morning of July 14, 1958,
when a group of army officers overthrew the
Hashimiet Tynasty in Iraq.

General Kassem who led the revolt became the
first prime minister the newly declare Repub-
lic. Arabs and Kurds became equal partners a-
ccording to the new provissional constitution,
Iraq pulled out from all military, political,
and economic alliancess.
Freedom of speech, press, assembly, and move-
ment were granted. All politicael prisoners
released, exiles returned to the country, po-
litical and cultural organizations resumed
thier normel activities after a long period
cont. on paged

* %k Kk ok k Kk K

MARTYRDOM OF A COMRADE

With a great sorrow we learned & martyrdom of
comrade Abdulla Behrami a member of the Cen-
teral Committe of Kurdistan Democratic Farty
of Iran (KLiI).

In this tragical instant we express our sorr-
ow and mourning to the Centeral Committe of
EIFI and his family for his loss.

Comrade Abdulla was martyred,(May, 1984) fa-
cing the enemy of Kurdistan, while he and his
comrades defending thier position from the
Lrmy's offensive of the Islamic regime.

He was born in 1950, from toiler family, and

continued his education in Fava and Eirman-

shah, where he received his Liploms in pgr-
cont., on page®
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Why the Focus ?

Just hefore Christmas, the
Iragi minister of information
denied once again that his
government had usedchemical
weapons against the Kurds,
blaming Britain, USA and
Israel for a conspiracy to dis-
credit Iraq. He went on to say
of the Kurdish resistance:

".we will chase them to hell and use
any. force mecessary to exterminate

'll £5

For more than a century, the
Kurds have been victims of interna-
tional duplicity. A people of many
millions with their own language,
culture, history and identity, they
were denied independence at the end
of the first World War, when new
states were established after the
break-up of the Ottoman Empire.
Since then, the geo-political interests
of western and, more recently,
Middle Eastern powers have taken
precedence over justice in relation to
the decolonisation of the Kurdish
territories.

In the aftermatll of'lraq 's bar-
barie ck o the
Kurds, in which thousands of civil-
ians are known to have died, ~and
while thousands of Kurdishr fi 2
are shivering in camps in Turkey
and Iran, it has become imperative
tohave a Kurdish voice to communi-
cate to the outside world the realities
of the Kurdish issue. We are aware
of the meagre resources available to
us in relation to the awesome task of
informing the western public of the
Kurdishstruggle for democracy and
human rights. However, it is a task
that has to be done and we are deter-
mined to persist with this venture in
the hope that better understanding
of the Kurdish plight will motivate
democrats and all those who cherish
values of justice and humanity to act
on an issue of immense moral grav-
ity,

ltissppmyrmte,thererwe,thm
we should  start publishing the
Kurdish Focus at this time. The

newsletter will provide information

about the resistance, political analy-
sisand include comments on Kurdish
afTair
attention to the flagrant violations of
Kurdish human and political rights
by the Iraqi regime.

It will also aim to draw world

KurpisH Focus

FPublished by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK

Issue No.| January 1949

"Conclusive Evidence"

or
Sheer Hypocrisy

Faced with a growing lide anurdmh resistance and assured of the indiffer-

ence of the internati ity,

Hussain started the use of

chemical weapons against the Kurdish areas on April 15, 1987. When an
Iragi offensive against PUK bases in the Balisan valley encountered stiff re-
sistance, the Iraqis unleashed the full horror of chemical weapons against

M

ilians and combatants of the area in an attempt to terrorise the civilian

population and break the resistance of the Peshmarga forces.

Atthe ime, the PUK appealed 1o
the Secretary General of the UN and
heads of governments worldwide
itervene to halt the massacre of the
Kurdish people and uphold intemna-
tional treaties banning the use of these
loathsome means of war. Although the
world could only see Iraq's use of
chemical weapons in the context of the
Gulf war, the PUK was adamant to
emphasize that this was part of what
canonly amount 1o awar of genocide in
Kurdistan, being perpetrated under the
smoke screen of the Gulf war,

‘The usual response to the Kurdish
appealsand memoranda was that it was
not possible 1o verify these allegations
and indisputable proof had 1o be pro-
vided before the international commu-
nity could act, On numerous occasions
ivesof various go
and journalists were invited o visit
Kurdistan and verily these atrocities
for themselves. Sadly, however, very
few expressed interest. The possible
exception was the British Parliamen-
tary Group on Homan Righis which
agreed, at the request of Mr., Jalal Tala-
bani, o send a pathologist to the Kurdish
areas Lo investigate this issue. How-
ever, as the British pathologist, Dr, Tan
‘West. was about 10 make his trip, the
Iraqi regime commiued its most outra-

rep

geous cnime of all when its forces using
chemical weapons and nerve gases
attacked the Kurdish town of Halabja
providing the indisputable evidence the
world was seeking; the bodies of 4000
Kurds, mostly women and children,
scattered around the streets of this once
prosperous Kurdish town. The televi-
sion cameras and news reporters
convyed to the world public a graphic
account of the horrific reality endured
by Iragi Kurds. A team of UN experts
was ent off to the area and confirmed
that chemical weapons had, indeed,
been used. Although, again, the UN
findings were placed in the context of
Irag-Tran war rather than being attrib-

continued on page 2
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- A Message from ]alal Talabani,
Secremry General of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan

am delighted to accept the invitation

by the editorial board to write this for-

ward to the first issue of Kurdish Affairs.
T wish this enterprise every success and hope
‘it will evolve into a reliable source of news
and analysis of Kurdish related issues.

This first issue of
Kurdish Affairs coincides
with the third anniversary
of our people’s uprising of
March 1991 against the tyr-
anny of Saddam Hussein
and of the terrible exodus
that followed. And it comes
only weeks before the second -
anniversary of our historic
May 1992 parhamentary
elections.

‘What have we accom-
plished in that time, and
where are we headed?

I think T can best an-
swer those questions by saying: We have
turned a new page in Kurdish history.

‘We have achieved unity, and that is our
first and most important accomplishment.
Our unity has been fashioned the hard way,
in the crucible of the holocaust visited upon
us by the Baath regime. It has been fashioned
in the murder of hundreds of thousands of
our people, through deliberate mass slaying,
through torture, through poison gas bomb-
ing; by the wanton destruction of four
thousand of our villages and the laying to
waste of our farms, our orchards and our
livestock; by the misery of our exile from
our homes and by the muacle of our sur-
vival and our return.

This does not mean that we do not have
differences of opinion within the Kurdish
political spectrum. Naturally like every other
society, we have different shades of opinion

and disagreements within our r-lnb. How-
ever, the main Kurdish leadership remains
united on issues of national interest. We are
united in working for resolution of prob- -

lems within our political process and away
from violence in every possible way. When
our institutions of democracy
and rule of law have been
challenged, the response has
been measured and problems

- Kurdish leadership should
have the ability to deal with
“tensions that are bound to
develop in our harsh political,
- economic and security envi-
- ronments. For failure to do so

cious asset, our unity, that is
~the key to our success.

- This unity is vital to
our moves toward democ-
racy, which we belicve is the only way to
assure the future of our people, the sur-
vival of our culture and the good of
ourselves and our neighbors. We are a

people who have never in the past known -

democracy, and yet our elections of May
1992 — elections that we undertook solely
through our own decision, at the behest
of no one else — were judged by all the
world to have been free and fair, in the
best traditions of democracy. -

‘We are a people of no past experience -

with the institutions of democracy, and yet
since May 1992 we have been engaged
in the vast enterprise of creating those

“institutions and making them work:

Today in Iraqi Kurdistan people speak
and write freely, for the first time now

continued.on page 6

- contained  quickly. The

will undermine our most pre-

Iraqi Military
Movements Threaten
Kmd.lstan

ver the past few weeks, significant

Iragi troop movements along the

front line with the Kurdish con-
trolled areas have been reported. The 10th
armored division has been moved from
Mosul to the T'ib district in A'mara, south-
ern Iraq, and replaced by the Ist mechanized
infantry division which has taken position
in the Makhmour district of Erbil province.
Units from Al Abid Republican Guard
Division, commanded by General Salih Al
Haj, have also been moved to the Mosul
region and taken position near the Mosul ,
dam. A number of Iraqi army forts along the
front line with Erbil have been replaced
by mobile units. New tank units have been

continued on page 11

Allies Call for End to
Iraqi Blockade of Kurds,
Democracy for Peoples
of Iraq

ceting in Ankara earlier this
month, senior officials of the
United States, Britain, France

and Turkey called on the government of Iraq
to end its embargo of the Kurdish adminis-
tered region. A spokesman for the four stated
that they were urging the Baghdad govern-
ment to “lift the economic blockade and
remove all restrictions which it has imposed
upon the northern part of the country.” At
the same time, the four power representa-
tives stressed their governments’ firm
commitment to the preservation of the in-

continued on page 6
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March 1989

amnesty

Foc u s mternatmnal

anil -mlll.n:\} 1o it
veal his poli
He

[emy] mather [73
d|, thres sisters and thres
Brethers, with [bve children aged
between five and
rested and brought in froat of me
They were subjected to the fiulaga
|heuting on the solew of the feet]
i electric shock:

His testimony also described
comditions under which infants
live been held in some Iragi pri-
sons: UUsunlly they keep such
whildren in a separate cell nest o
the mother's or father's cell and
deprive them of milk in order o
fivrce the pirents 1o conliss. | saw
a five-month-old baby screaming
in this sate. ™

Deespite the requirements of in-
ternational law and of Irag’s o
legislation children have been vie-
tim= of the deoth penalty, polits
cab Killings, *disappesrence’®

et arhitrary arrest end detention

Al belicves that Trag is not ful-
tilling its ohligations under imer-
nagional law; it also believes Trug s
oo lews setti wt the righes af
the child are being Magrantly
winkuted.

During & period of just six
weeks in 1987 the authories were
repeatedly in breach of Iragi legis-
lution which prohibits the use of
the death penolty in coses involy
ing people under 18 years of age.
Among the victhns were a num-
ber of alleged supporters of the
profibited Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KD
B Rizgar “Abdalizh. aged 16
wirs one of 14 Kurds executed ot
Musail Training Camp on 28 Be-
vember 1987,

B Lsmail Astad and Laif Adel
both aged 15, were smong nine
Kurds executed on |8 November
1987 in Fa'ideh Garrison.

B Scgvan Khaled "Al, aged 15,
nnd Hewel Misho Miho, aged 17,

1o force them to reveal informa

Despite the requirements of interational bw and of Traq’s own legistation,
chiil

ldren have been victhms of the

death penadty, **disappenrance”. aml ar-

Istrury wrrest and detention withoo! trial, as well us of fortune and Sl-treatment
and palitical killings. Sangar Faklhredin Najib, aged 10, is one of thousands
ol preople—aany of them children—who were the vietims of chemical wespon
attacks by Iragi forces in the town of Helebjo on 16 and 17 March 1988,

were among eight Kurds executed
on 10 December 1987 at Fa'ideh
Garrison

In these cases. s in mamy simi-
lar incidents, sentence of death
was carried our aller sumunary
proceedings before 8 military
court.

"Abd al-Rahmoan Ahmad i
was 17 when he was executed at
Abu Ghraib Prison near Eaghdad.
He had been arrested in 1984 amd
eortured while in detention; he was
execused on | November 985 and
his body defivered o his family on

5 November OBS. The Iragi
Government confinmed hs execu-
o, stating that he was cenvicled
of crimes including sabotage.

Trugi law stipulaties that the
cheath penalty must be commuted
12 a lesser sentence if the offender
is 4 mincr, The Iragi Government
nevertheless told Al that “Abd
al-Rahman Ahmad Haji had been
granted & fair trial *“where abl ju-
dicial and legal measures were
fully respected according o the
[ragi Constinwtion and the laws in
forze™

Children brutally treated in Irag

Brutal treatment of children has become routine practice in the prisons of Irag. Young people have been tortured, often
about their relatives. Even infants have bee

li-treated (o compel members of their |
ess’" to al!egrrj pul!lical uﬂ’mue»,

The majority of executions In
Iriwy in recent yews have been

s wong
them have heen muny children
and young people

In luse March 1UH& Kurdish

lorces opposed o the In
1t were said b
et | dssassinate
Governgr of Ashil, who was
woutded in the attack. In an act
of retribution 15 swdents from
secondary schouls and from the
University of Sulsh wl-Din in
Arhil were arrested and summar-
ily executed in public in the city
between 27 March and 3 April
1986,

In carly January 1987, 29 child-
ren and youths from the Provinee
of Bulsimaniya, uged between 17
and 23, were execuied without
trigl. Among them were three
youths aged 17 at the time of their
execution: Dar Hussain Hassan,
Diir Mahmud ‘Al and Salah
"Omar

Sources of
information

Information on the appheation
of buman rights standards in
Treq is ofien difficul 1o obaain,
Many of those who have been
victims of human rights abuses
fear 10 speak about their ex-
periences; those whose fomi-
lies huve suffered often fear
that if they pursue relsives’
cases with the authorines they
too may be subjected 1w ill-
treatment, o worse.

Al therefore treats the con-
fidences of those who lave
reported from Irog with great
care. Tt carefully establishes
the authentlcicy of reparts from
sources which canmot be pub-
licty named. These include the
families of detunees and vie-
tims, former detainees, refu-
gees from Irag and journalists,
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Hitler-style genocide
threatens the Kurds

THE ceasefire in the Iran-Iraq war has left
in power in Baghdad one of e most ruth-
less dictatorships in the world — that of
Saddam Hussein. It has left the Iragi Presi-
dent's hands free, behind o carefully crufted

apparent pnlmr;ai Openness,
to porsue a ruthless extermination of his
opposition, in particular its Kurdish compo-
nent. With Western arms, credits and,
incomprehensibly, our tacit consent, one of
the most resilient democritic movements in
the Middle East is currently under threst of
something chose to annihilation.

‘The West, and in particulsr the UK, one
of Irng's largest aid donors, hag one final
chance to control a situation that threatens
at any moment to spin out of control into
mass killing and unbridled genocide.,

Hussein’s of dealing
with his political opponents, Arabs and
Kurds, have been movingly described in
Amnesty International’s February report,
Torturers have gouged oat the eyes of their
victins, cut off their nnsc'-, ears, breasts and

are starved in front of their parents.
However pitiful such cases, the internal
blem n has moved on beyond them.,
addam Hussein has evidently decided to
deal with the Kurds—at four million, a
quarter of the Iraqi population — en masse,
as a people,

The process of settling with the Kurds is
well under way: its main instrument that
horrific form of collective torture, chemical
weapons. Chemical bombardments  have
caused

have driven over 2 million people, mainly
poor Kurdish peasatils, out of their villages.

with chemicals like a garden weed, Imagine
the West of d or the South of France
with' fio willagél. A peasant culture with a

: Mnn?wed, Eandless, idle, living off

unimr ofa nulhon Tragi Kurdish refu-
mm‘;ﬁ i ‘“’"fs:brffe s s
ranian 5, t-

ten i Orters bive coomded ko
unhﬂl cities. Up to half a million mme
are held incommunicado i

have no real means of knowing the facts.

HELGA GRAHAM pleads for
the West to save democracy in
Iragq from extermination.

The next targets are the smaller and
medinm-sized Kurdish towns. A month ago
the entire citizenry of Quata Diza (I?.O,m]
and Rania (30,000) were given notice 1o
quit — leaving all but their most intimate
possessions behind, In the face of interna-
tional protest the regime backed off. Yet we
fnow that its displacement progamme,
including 22 new towns, away from the
mountains and border, remains. The Gov-
ernment has appaﬂmﬂy‘ now set this Friday
as the new deadline for mass evacuntions.

Saddam Hussein is intent on becoming
overlord of the area, untrammelled by dem-
ocratic opposition. The Kurds are the back-
bone of that Iragi democratic movement
Besides, they have a natural geographical
stronghold in their northern mountains. For
three decades Kurdish guerrillas have fquht
for themselves and for the Iragi middle
classes and for three decades they have
constituted a thorn in the side of a military
i

This is what is at stake. For all its nation-
alist dimension, it is not some kind of eso-
teric Kordo-Arab conflict. The Knrds are
likely to continue w be the regime’s most
visible victims. But equally, young Arb
pilots are victims, who, their lives nnder
threat, are foreed 1o drop chemical wes,
Twmy two of them were executed in Janu-
ary for plinning to shoot Seddam Hus-
sem — the latest 10 a long lne of attempted
military coups.

The Government's objective is clear: the
Kurdish population is to be confined to &
handful Inrge cities or penned into army-
supervised, new towns. An
apparent] wmmll-sd‘ but in fact todally
combustible situation.

At some peint the Kurds will revolt. This
revalt may be the act of ~eyed citizens
who have understood that once herded
ingcli\cr they are especially vulnerable 10

chemical and biological weapons. Or a riot
mymkmnunthcmmmngdm

ented peasants who believe — perhaps quite

— that biological agents, t}'phond
or some killer disease, been unl
Wchaml\asnkﬂdyh mdm!he
Kurdish nationatist ive, a

city bloared by nfuseealnhal!amdlaun
The truth is that the real peril now lies

less in Saddam himself than in our supine
appeasement of him. “The plain and hideous
fact’, said the Archbishop of Canterbury, ‘iz
that Irag has used thrse weapons without
adverse consequences.’ So why should Sad-
dam stop when his goal is within reach?
This, after all, is a regime with a record.
Consider Appendix A of the Staff Report
of the US Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, It bsts 22 occasions from 1984 1o
1988 on which the US Administration made
public stazements denouncing Iraq's use of
chemical weapons. Yet no action was taken,
not even when 7,000 civilians in the Kurdish
town of Helabja died under chemical attack,
then moved the nightmare o fast
forward. One hundred thousand Kurds in
Avgust 1988 fled across the border under
renewed chemical onstaught. The UN Secu-
rity Council voted to take ‘effective’ mea-

I'.taq Foreipn Minister pkdged
there were further chemical attacks in Dcm-
ber. The Kurds named the villages.
international reaction. In March the l]'N
Human Rights Commission voted not to
mmndzr the Kurdish question. Western
m’s layed ‘outrage and disbelief” at
W connivance with Baj
The ultimate hypocrisy is that Wesrem
are iding the massive new cred-

1ts on which this semi ~bankrupt regime is so
vitally dependent, Where efse would it find
loans — from the USSR?

The EC kst week, at British m.stwmn,
finally called for an ambassador's rep
This is ton little, too late. Having uem:d
our Frankenstein monster, do we believe we
can halt it now by shaking a feather duster
in its face?

How about stalled credits, military equip-
mzm, agricultural exports? Pure panic

Baghdad's presidential ce when

rltpE[S Congress uI:nt within am\\l'aluskﬁ of
such action last winter,

How about making it clear to Saddam (as
it was not made clear to Hitler after his
pogroms of November 1938) that any fur-

ther move ag::m

the Shia the south {who have also
had a taste of chemical weapons) will meet
with relentless retaliation? How about taking
a stand on the unspeaks

the Kurds in the north, or |

ble camps? The |

massive displacement programme must be |

halted immediately.

Western powers managed to act decisively
and in concert when it came to collecting
their debis in January. Let them do so now.

Genocide i mor an internal affair.
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